
 

 

 
 
 
Right Honourable Mark Carney  
Prime Minister of Canada 
O:awa, Ontario 
Via email to mark.carney@parl.gc.ca  
 
Wednesday, September 3, 2025 
 
RE: OPEN LETTER REQUESTING REVIEW OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S STEEL POLICY 
 
Prime Minister Carney, 
 
Alberta and BriWsh Columbia are home to some of the most dynamic construcWon sectors in the 
country. Every day, our builders deliver criWcal infrastructure that families, communiWes, and 
businesses depend on – from hospitals and schools to water treatment faciliWes, mulW-family 
housing, and transit lines. 
 
But right now, many of these projects are being delayed and their costs are being driven higher 
because of the federal government’s steel tariff rate quotas. These measures may have been 
introduced in response to U.S. trade policies, but today they have become a self-inflicted 
economic wound that penalizes western Canadians while serving a handful of central Canadian 
steel producers, most of them foreign-owned. 
 
By way of background, the Independent Contractors and Businesses AssociaWon (ICBA) is the 
largest construcWon associaWon in Canada, represenWng more than 4,500 member companies 
and clients, and supporWng 300,000 Canadians. Our members are primarily construcWon 
contractors who build the housing, infrastructure, energy, and public projects that Canadians 
depend on every day.  
 
Alberta and B.C. rely heavily on imported rebar. Edmonton’s AltaSteel provides about 15% of the 
total rebar required for western Canada, leaving the majority to be sourced from global markets. 
In 2024 alone, Canada imported 581,430 metric tons of rebar – the majority for projects in Alberta 
and B.C. One company serving customers in B.C. and Alberta, imported nearly 100,000 metric 
tons afer mulWple unsuccessful a:empts to buy from Canadian mills. Of the four central 
Canadian mills approached by this company, one doesn’t make the rebar needed, and three 
declined to provide prices. Even if they wanted to ship rebar to western Canada, the math simply 
doesn’t work: it costs about $200 per ton to ship rebar by rail from Ontario to Vancouver, 
compared to $35 by ocean freight from Asia. 
 
The result is clear: Canada’s retaliatory steel tariffs and quotas are arWficially raising steel prices 
and restricWng supply, leading to stalled projects and inflated bills for taxpayers. Rebar is one of 
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the very first trades on a job site – when it is delayed, the enWre schedule slips. Right now, 
shortages and spikes are impacWng projects such as: 

• TransportaWon projects like the Capital Line South LRT Extension in Calgary and the 
Massey Tunnel and Pa:ullo Bridge replacements in the Vancouver area; 

• Healthcare faciliWes like the Surrey Hospital; 
• Water and wastewater upgrades like the Carstairs Reservoir in Alberta; 
• New schools in Airdrie, Okotoks, Calgary, Chestermere, Surrey, Langley, and other growing 

communiWes; 
• Public safety infrastructure such as the Leduc Fire Hall near Edmonton. 

 
These aren’t abstract concerns. One western Canadian construcWon supplier alone has more than 
$393 million worth of contracts requiring more than 178,000 metric tonnes of rebar for public 
projects over the next 18 months. A 50% cost increase caused by tariffs, plus addiWonal costs from 
delays, will land directly on taxpayers. 
 
For decades, western Canadian contractors have been caught in a recurring cycle: 

• Rebar is imported to meet local demand. 
• Eastern mills lodge unfair trade complaints with O:awa. 
• The federal government imposes tariffs to “protect” central Canadian mills. 
• Projects in Alberta and B.C. are delayed and come in over-budget, while eastern mills and 

their foreign shareholders reap the rewards. 
 
Prime Minister, this is not “Team Canada.” It’s a conWnuaWon of long-standing policies that have 
disadvantaged Alberta and B.C. for decades.   
 
We are calling on your government to immediately create a regional exemp-on for western 
Canada from these steel tariffs. By doing so, you will: 

• Lower barriers and allow builders to purchase steel at market prices. 
• Keep criWcal projects on Wme and on budget. 
• Support housing affordability, infrastructure expansion, and economic growth across the 

west. 
 
It is essenWal that your government include western Canadian fabricators and contractors in the 
decision-making process. These are the people on the ground who understand the realiWes of the 
market and who are responsible for building the infrastructure Canadians rely on every day. 
 
Alberta and B.C. builders are ready to get shovels in the ground and deliver projects for families 
and communiWes – but we cannot do that with one hand Wed behind our backs by outdated and 
unfair steel policies. 
 
The Wme to act is now. 
 
Respecpully, 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Chris Gardner 
President, ICBA BriWsh Columbia 
chris@icba.ca  
 

 
Mike Martens 
President, ICBA Alberta 
mmartens@icbaalberta.ca  
 
CC 
Hon. François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Finance and NaWonal Revenue, minister-
ministre@fin.gc.ca  
Hon. ChrysWa Freeland, Minister of Transport and Internal Trade, TC.MinisterofTransport-
MinistredesTransports.TC@tc.gc.ca  
Hon. Mélanie Joly, Minister of Industry, melanie.joly@ised-isde.gc.ca  
Hon. Dominic LeBlanc, Minister Responsible for Canada-U.S. Trade, Intergovernmental Affairs 
and One Canadian Economy, Dominic.Leblanc@parl.gc.ca  
Hon. Gregor Robertson, Minister of Housing and Infrastructure, minister-ministre@infc.gc.ca  
Hon. Pierre Poilievre, Leader of the Official OpposiWon, pierre.poilievre@parl.gc.ca 
Mark Strahl, Special Advisor for BriWsh Columbia, Mark.Strahl@parl.gc.ca 
Shelby Kramp-Neuman, Shadow Minister for Canada-US Trade, shelby.kramp-
neuman@parl.gc.ca  
Jasraj Singh Hallan, Shadow Minister for Finance, JasrajSingh.Hallan@parl.gc.ca 
Raquel Dancho, Shadow Minister for Industry, Raquel.Dancho@parl.gc.ca 
Leslyn Lewis, Shadow Minister for Infrastructure, leslyn.lewis@parl.gc.ca 
Adam Chambers, Shadow Minister for InternaWonal Trade, adam.chambers@parl.gc.ca  
Philip Lawrence, Shadow Minister for Intergovernmental Affairs and One Canadian Economy 
Dan Albas, Shadow Minister for Transport, dan.albas@parl.gc.ca 
B.C. and Alberta construcWon and energy stakeholders 
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